Deep Impact 36 Open

The 36 Open is fast, maneuverable and fun.
By Kevin Falvey

During my test of Deep Impact’s 36 Open, this linpalyurethane-painted party packet topped 70 rmphat makes it,
quite possibly, one of the fastest center consmethe market. And speed is just one of many aite about which
the 36 Open can brag.

There’s no more versatile layout than a center @end he wide-open spaces that anglers so cherislide a tabula
rasa with which to define the boat’'s mission. Alabtlire 36 Open, | found dance-floor-size socializngas and race-
boat-inspired details. Transom seating is no merel, instead consisting of three bolsters thaparad tuck
occupants so they feel comfortable and securesdtitihest speeds. Three can share space at thebebell, and
again, instead of a fishing-style leaning postretsea triple-wide drop-bolster. This allows a fistance for those who
choose to stand and secure seating for those whthidr ride on their bums. We didn’t have heavys shaing our test,
but the 36 Open’s steep deadrise and svelte lengbeam ratio, plus its sheer size, assure a hiatedoesn’t require
using deep knee bends as shock absorption. Formgrtester was fitted with a pair of beam-facingdiees, easily
seating four each. three more can sit on the sdabit of the console. All of this seating is uf#tered in multitone
panels of triple-stitched, heavily padded, leatiiervinyl.

To keep the party going, there’s a sink, cooler guiltlin the back of the helm seat, along with arven of stowage
cubbies. Opening the lid that conceals this virtadkpit galley, | was pleased to find luxury toastsuch as a through-
bolted hatch finished on both sides and a fauxitgavork surface.

Of course, where there’s a party, there’s a need fiead, and the 36 Open accommodates, stasieimtite
commaode inside a micro cuddy at the bow. Headrasoseant here, at 4 feet, but this compartmenbé&diasslined for
easy maintenance and contains a small vanity. Axduse the cuddy creates a deck over the bowt,dhfeltered while
in the forward cockpit, a sensation many nonandliogters will especially appreciate, compared wiffure-fishing
center console’s more-exposed spaces.

Storage is plentiful, with a large space insideftbathinged console getting my bid for quick acctsa big bag of
safety gear. Naturally, the seat bases all haweagfe, and it wouldn’t be a center console witholeay of hatches in
the cockpit sole, now would it? insulated, they barused as fish boxes — however, they’ll stash boaks, beach
chairs, folding bikes or whatever just as readily.

A feature | really liked was the platform that riatsoss the beam between the motors and the coTkgstin concert
with the boarding doors — you choose one doornereach at port and starboard — is as useful fstinrgpdockside
cocktails as it is for a gang of kids jumping incut of the water. Of course, the merits of thiskway for removing
the cowlings and servicing the engines are invdéuab

Not that the 36 Open lacks for serviceability —gaality rigging. Opening the console stowage, | mddchthe backside
of the electrical panels, all strung with tinnegsper wire and sealed terminals and arranged inroeatwith right-
angle turns. Tracing a circuit or adding an acogsisoa piece of cake. Through-hull fittings foethead and
washdown were installed within easy reach anddfittéh double-clamped hoses. Designed by the rdeiggnds at



mystic powerboats, the “ready for anything” methath which the 36 Open is built will be appreciatadst by those
who perform their own service.

With so pedigreed a build, you'd expect a nice.rideu’d be right. | hammered the throttles, expsgtihe bow to
point skyward. Instead, | was rewarded with theifyiag sensation of practically levitating ontcaple before rising at
once and, as a whole, rocketing off with luge-kiceeleration. | cut the wheel and was pleasedtbtfie boat didn't
balk. It remains balanced and stable, deliverifgeting of confidence during maneuvers that I'm ased to getting
from boats with two steps in the bottom. Deep Imgdicibutes this in part to the more forward piositof its steps; in
fact, at cruising speeds, the forward step isrétnew the water. And it's wider than most boatsidafilar length with
two steps, typically pure performance boats thekt the sociability a center console layout affords.

Other quality center consoles, such as Boston Whkdl&,000-pound 370 Outrage ($392,623, powereslily test
boat), offer similar comforts, plus loads more dal features. But these are beamier and heavies@nan't deliver
top speeds that break 70 mph. That may make Depadi's 36 Open a class of one.
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High Points
b= Rade, captain, ride: This boat is fast, maneuverable and fun.
= Rigging in peneral, especially electrical work, is top-notch

= Custom lnear polyurethane paint — Lamborghing white over orange is shown
— for both hull and maotors looks and weathers better than gel.

Low Points

¥ Headroom in the head is lower than that found aboard similar boats.

¥ AL the helm, | found mysell wanting a catchall or other means of stowing
ready-to-hand items like a phone and sunscreen,

» Batteries are secured by racing-style “boxes” (all-thread rod and bolts], but
the positive terminals lacked boots per ABYC recommendations.

= LODA: 36'07 = Beam: 1007 B Draft (max): 26 = Displacement (Ib. approx.): 9.500

¥ Trensom Deadrise: 24 degrees = Bridge Clearance: 867 & Max. Cabin Headrogm: 407
= Fusd Capacity (gal.); 320 = Max. Horsapower: 1,050 = Available Power: Triple outboard
engmes to 1,050 hp takal

= Price: $350,000 (s tost powar)

¥ BOATING Certified Test Resulis

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n.mi. S mi sound
rpm kKnots mph Eph mpg mMpg range range laved
1000 5.82 670 380 153 176 44l 508 73
1500 i 825 600 118 138 344 396 74
2000 1047 1205 1210 087 100 2a9 a7 B4
2500 2151 E4TS 1200 178 206 SIf 594 B4
3000 2908 3425 2410 121 142 348 409 86
3500 3645 41895 23530 100 116 288 333 BE
4000 4358 50015 4020 108 1.25 312 358 an
4500 5092 S5BEQ 4680 10% 125 313 361 31
5000 5401 B21% 5390 1.00 115 289 a3z 92
56500 GB22 B700 6280 -GBE 009 247 g4 23

6000 GOBT 7005 BB00 069 0(BO 189 229 34

L4

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Tripte 300 hp Mercury Vierado outboard motors PROP: Mirage 15,25 x 27"
3-blade staintess GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1 FUEL LOAD: 320 gal. PASSENGER WEIGHT: 540 [b.

Beep Impact Miarmi, Florida; 205-627-9394; despimpactbaats.com



